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Brookfield Rotary meets at 7:15 AM every Monday in the Community Room 

at the Village at Brookfield Commons.

Today’s Program:
Ellen Gil will talk about her business, Welcome Basket of Connecticut, an advertising firm whose representatives visit new home owners in the area and present them with complimentary gifts from local businesses. 
Rotarians brave rain to grab priceless PR opportunity at Rose Parade

(Source:  Rotary International)
Rotary's float in the 2006 Rose Parade survived the California rains over New Year's weekend to bring the "Magic of Caring" message to millions of television viewers around the world. 

Since 1980, Rotary has entered a float in the famous Tournament of Roses parade as a way to raise awareness and promote the organization. Every year, the float is entirely funded by Rotarian donations and decorated by volunteers who are a part of the worldwide Rotary family, including Interactors, Rotaractors, and scholarship recipients. 

"This year, we had 1,400 volunteers decorating the float in prearranged sessions," says Rotarian Jim Miceli, chair of the Rotary Rose Parade Float Committee. He explained that the float's theme, the Magic of Caring, was designed to appeal to children and adults alike and spread awareness of Rotary's commitment to eradicating polio while matching the overall parade theme "It's Magical." Eight Interactors were also invited to be riders in the parade, representing the Rotary International districts of Southern California. 

Although Miceli is a member of the Rotary Club of Universal City-Sunrise, California, USA, he is careful to point out that the float is not a club- or RI-sponsored project.  "The float is a separate entity," he notes, "though we do have the blessing of Rotary International."

"Hundreds of thousands of people pay $5 to get into the float-building areas, which are great, circus-size tents . . . and we show the people walking by how the float is made," explains Hossler. "It seemed to me that I had something to talk about with everyone - they're either a Rotarian, were a Rotarian, or interested in being a Rotarian, or they had suffered from polio." 

But it wasn't just parade goers who learned about Rotary's service work. This year, 40 million Americans watched the Rose Parade on TV, in addition to the millions of international viewers in 89 territories around the world. 

Rotary Calendar:

Saturday, Jan. 21 – Pre-PETS Meeting.  Pre-PETS Meeting and 4-Way Test Speaking Contest Finals at the Yale Graduate Club. For Presidents, Presidents-Elect, Secretaries-Elect and Treasurers-Elect.

Monday, Jan. 23 - Club Assembly

Saturday, Jan. 28 – Interact Assembly hosted by the Milford Interact Club.

Monday, Jan. 30 - Cathy Forsberg, past president of the Hamden club and her husband, Mike Lippman will speak to us about their recent trip to India and a water project that they have undertaken there.

Saturday, Feb. 4 – Valentine’s Ball, Country House Restaurant, East Haven, CT, 6:30 – 11:30 PM
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Time Flies!
Jan. 21, 2006 -  Pre-PETS Seminar, Graduate Club, New Haven

May 4-7 – District Conference
	Membership:

Membership is our top priority.  Do you know anyone who might want to be a Rotarian?  If so, why not invite them to our next meeting?
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Feelin’ Lucky?
Cards remaining:  15
Prize:  $205.00
(as of 1/9/06)


Presidents of the Month

	July 2005 – Vince Lupo
	August – Robert Morey
	September – Alex DeLucia

	October – George Linabury
	November – Marty Foncello
	December – Herb Geiling

	January 2006 – George Hope
	February – Jeff Kass
	March – Jim Fisher

	April – Andrea Lupo
	May – Joan Mattson
	June – Russ Cornelius


The Rotary 4-Way Test:

Of the things we think, say or do:  Is it the TRUTH?     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?






