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Brookfield Rotary meets at 7:15 AM every Monday in the Community Room 

at the Village at Brookfield Commons.

Today’s Program:
Steven Morgante, CPA, will speak to us.  His topic is: "Helping retirees and pre-retirees avoid financial mistakes."
Mel Gibson gives Rotary $1 million for Mexico disaster recovery
By Vanessa Glavinksas and Vukoni Lupa-Lasaga
Rotary International News
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	While scouting locations for his film Apocalypto, Mel Gibson came upon a near apocalyptic situation in southern Mexico: the aftermath of Hurricane Stan. 

The storm ripped through the states of Chiapas and Veracruz in October, killing 15 people and displacing 370,000, according to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 

Gibson met with Mexican President Vicente Fox and told him he would donate US$1 million to help families rebuild, with one condition: He would make the donation through The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International. 


The Hollywood actor and director learned of Rotary from several of his relatives who had traveled with members of the Rotary Club of Tarzana Encino, California, USA, on medical missions to Central America. Gibson and his wife, Robyn, were impressed that The Rotary Foundation had matched their family members' donation to participate. 

"The key in their minds [to] the money coming [through] Rotary is that they felt it would be responsibly handled," says Clare Short, of the Tarzana Encino club. 

Following the Gibsons' donation, the Foundation has set up a hurricane disaster recovery committee, along the lines of similar national committees appointed after the South Asia tsunami, to oversee rebuilding efforts. Foundation Trustee Chair Frank J. Devlyn heads the committee, and Past RI Director Francisco Creo is serving as an adviser. 

Rotary clubs closest to the affected areas will help the committee identify people most in need of assistance. Devlyn is in talks with a nongovernmental organization specializing in low-cost housing about help with rebuilding efforts. Through a co-sponsorship, the Gibsons' funds could be matched and homes for disaster survivors built at nearly half the normal cost. 

"The Mexican government is giving the land and the services, such as electricity and drainage, in this unique [collaboration]," says Devlyn. The government will also provide a new school and clinic near the planned homes. To give them a true feeling of ownership, beneficiaries of the low-cost homes will be asked to contribute a small amount, about 10 percent, of the commercial value of the homes. 

Rotary Calendar:

Tuesday, Apr. 25 - Board Meeting at the Village at Brookfield Commons at 6:00 PM.
Monday, May 1 – Club Assembly and Student of the Month.

Monday, May 8 - Scott Bates, former senior policy advisor of the House Homeland Security Committee, former Secretary of State of Virginia and currently Vice President of the Center for National Policy in Washington will speak to us about "Inside the War on Terror."
Monday, May 15 - Ellen Davis, Director of the Village at Brookfield Commons.
Tuesday, May 16 - Board Meeting at the Village at Brookfield Commons at 6:00 PM.
Thursday, May 18 - Area 3 Presidents' Meeting at Chuck’s Steakhouse - 5:30 PM
Monday, May 22 – Julie Reppenhagen, District Chairperson from the Danbury Sunrise Rotary Club, will speak to us about Membership & Attendance
Monday, May 29 - Memorial Day.  NO MEETING!
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Time Flies!
May 4-7 – District Conference, Cape Cod
July 7 – Concert in the Park, J&B Band, 6:30 – 8:00 PM
	Membership:

Membership is our top priority.  Do you know anyone who might want to be a Rotarian?  If so, why not invite them to our next meeting?
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Feelin’ Lucky?
Cards remaining:  42
Prize:  $60.00
(as of 4/17/06)


Presidents of the Month

	July 2005 – Vince Lupo
	August – Robert Morey
	September – Alex DeLucia

	October – George Linabury
	November – Marty Foncello
	December – Herb Geiling

	January 2006 – George Hope
	February – Jeff Kass
	March – Jim Fisher

	April – Andrea Lupo
	May – Joan Mattson
	June – Russ Cornelius


The Rotary 4-Way Test:

Of the things we think, say or do:  Is it the TRUTH?     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?






