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	The Rotary Club of Brookfield, CT


	District 7980

	Chartered July 22, 1982
	July 24, 2006


	Rotary International President:  William Boyd
	District Governor:  Chip Lewis

	Assistant Governor:  Brian Amey
	Le Président du Mois:  Vince Lupo


Brookfield Rotary meets at 7:15 AM every Monday in the Community Room 

at the Village at Brookfield Commons.

Today’s Program:
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	Past District Governor Jim Lang will tell us about Rotary Fellowships.


Last Week’s Meeting
If you were not at last week’s meeting you missed two interesting speakers.  Taylor-Lynn Weiss is the Brookfield High School Student that we sent to the World Affairs Seminar at the University of Wisconsin at Whitewater.  She was enthusiastic and outgoing and had such a positive response to the program that she would like to go back next year.  Ray Kerney gave his classification talk which was very informative.  We learned about how he got into the website construction business and about his management style. 
Rotary Calendar:

      Monday, August 7 – District Governor Chip Lewis will visit our Club. 
Saturday, Sept 9 – District Foundation Seminar – Calcagni Assoc., Hamden

Thursday, Sept. 21 – Interact Advisors Workshop – Graduate Club

Saturday, Oct 7 – Rotary Leadership Institute – Sheraton Four Points – Meriden

Saturday, Oct 21 – Council of Presidents – Graduate Club

Fri-Sun, Oct 27-29 – RYLA – Homewood Suites – Stratford

Sat, Nov 4 – Rotary UN Day – United Nations – NYC

Sat, Nov 4 – New Generations Conference – Location TBD
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	JulyBirthdays

Alex DeLucia – July 15th
Fred Standt – July 27th
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Presidents of the Month

	July 2006 – Vince Lupo
	August – Vince Lupo
	September – Robert Morey

	October – Alex DeLucia
	November –George Linabury
	December – Marty Foncello

	January 2006 – Jeff Kass
	February – Jeff Kass
	March – Jim Fisher

	April – Andrea Lupo
	May – Joan Mattson
	June – Russ Cornelius


The Rotary Foundation’s Beginning

 Some magnificent projects grow from very small seeds. The Rotary Foundation had that sort of modest beginning. 

 

In 1917, RI President Arch Klumph told the delegates to the Atlanta convention that “it seems eminently proper that we should accept endowments for the purpose of doing good in the world.” The response was polite and favorable, but the fund was slow to materialize. A year later, the Rotary Endowment Fund, as it was originally labeled, received its first contribution of US$26.50 from the Rotary Club of Kansas City, Missouri, USA, which was the balance of the Kansas City convention account following the 1918 annual meeting. Additional small amounts were contributed each year, but after six years the endowment fund had reached only $700.A decade later, The Rotary Foundation was formally established at the 1928 Minneapolis convention.

 

 In the next four years, the Foundation fund grew to $50,000. In 1937, a $2 million goal was announced for The Rotary Foundation, but these plans were cut short and abandoned with the outbreak of World War II. In 1947, upon the death of Paul Harris, a new era opened for The Rotary Foundation as memorial gifts poured in to honor the founder of Rotary. From that time, The Rotary Foundation has been achieving its noble objective of furthering “understanding and friendly relations between peoples of different nations.” By 1954, the Foundation received for the first time a half million dollars in contribu​tions in a single year, and in 1965 a million dollars was received.

 

It is staggering to imagine that from those humble beginnings, The Rotary Foundation is now receiving more than $65 million each year for educational and humanitarian work around the world.

The Rotary 4-Way Test:

Of the things we think, say or do:  Is it the TRUTH?     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

	Rotary wheels lead to better future
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Girls in south Asia share their professional dreams with Shetty.
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Rotarians have supplied almost 800 girls in tsunami-stricken areas with bicycles.
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More inside this section 
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Read about and see photo galleries from the 2006 RI Convention
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Rotary wheels lead to a better future
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Rotarians reach out to assist after earthquake
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New Benin president launches polio effort
 


 
For girls in south Asia, having a bicycle can mean the difference between going to school or not. Without an education, girls face illiteracy and the inability to support themselves. 

The 26 December 2004 tsunami in south Asia destroyed major structures, such as schools, and washed away bicycles. Many students — but especially girls — then faced the possibility of a bleak future without an education. 
After the tsunami, students had to travel long distances to the area’s remaining schools. Without bicycles, the long commute by foot meant that the children walked home at night, says Dr. Rekha Shetty, past district governor of District 3230. For girls, the walk was not an option. “Families would not allow girls to go to school if they had to walk through remote areas after dark,” Shetty says. 

In January 2005, Shetty and Dr. Peter Patel, of the Rotary Club of Birmingham, United Kingdom, took a trip to assess damage along the coast of Tamilnadu, south India. While at the Cuddalore District collector’s office, the Rotarians saw three girls petitioning for bicycles to replace those they lost in the tsunami. 

The assistant collector asked the Rotarians to purchase bicycles for the girls “so they could continue their studies and not face a life of misery and drudgery,” according to Shetty. 

She realized then what a difference a bicycle can make. “A bicycle changes a girl’s whole life pattern and determines her future,” Shetty says. With bicycles, the girls would be able to commute to and from school much faster. 

Patel agreed to buy bikes for the girls at the office, but he and Shetty were informed that there were almost 800 more girls in need of bicycles. The Rotarians agreed to raise the necessary money and began the Rotary Education on Wheels project. 

“We really didn’t know if we had bitten off more than we could chew,” Shetty says. 

But in typical Rotarian fashion, districts worldwide contributed. The Rotary Club of Jerusalem, Israel, funded 100 bicycles, and Rotarians from the Rotary Club of Katmandu Mid-Town, Nepal, a country being torn apart by civil war and poverty, rallied to raise money for 95 more. 

In India, members of the Rotary Club of Pune Central raised money for 100 bikes. The Rotary clubs of Madras Temple City, Ambattur, and Cuddalore Midtown pitched in by coordinating and distributing the bicycles. 

“The bicycles are moving promotions for Rotary,” Shetty explains. Each of the bikes has the Rotary wheel on the fender and the name of the club that donated it. 

The girls who received the bicycles have dreams of having careers as teachers, policewomen, or working in the medical field. “I was surprised by their ambitions,” Shetty says. “Not one said they wanted to be a housewife.” 

Shetty believes women should have a choice of whether they want to stay home and raise a family or pursue a professional life. And education is the key that can open many doors. 

“Illiteracy is a problem,” she explains. “Girls are the first to drop out of school in families.” 

Rotary Education on Wheels is a long-term effort with 2,000 bikes planned for distribution in the coming year. Shetty hopes to expand the project to include more countries. 
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