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	Rotary International President:  William Boyd
	District Governor:  Chip Lewis

	Assistant Governor:  Brian Amey
	Le Président du Mois:  Vince Lupo


Brookfield Rotary meets at 7:15 AM every Monday in the Community Room 

at the Village at Brookfield Commons.
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                       [image: image2.png]e
0 eAD THE WAY
e



       
	 
	

	09/09/2006 District Foundation Seminar - West 
	

	
	

	[image: image3.png]



 
Saugatuck Congregational

Church - Westport

Saturday, Sept. 9th
8:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
Come hear about The Rotary Foundation and how it Saves and Changes Lives all across our world. Make the Rotary Foundation your Clubs biggest source of Funds-Learn how to take advantage of our Rotary Foundation by gaining access to available Foundation grant funds for projects here at home and for international service projects, how to connect with other clubs for matching grant projects, how to bring scholarships to your community, the important role your Club RI Foundation Chair should play, how to learn more about Our Rotary Foundation, how to read Foundation reports, and how other clubs are succeeding with their Foundation Annual Fund Giving Goals and EREY. 
	


Rotary Calendar:

Saturday, Sept 9 – District Foundation Seminar – Saugatuck Congregation Church, Westport
Monday, Sept 11 – Dedication of the Memorial Garden
Thursday, Sept. 21 – Interact Advisors Workshop – Graduate Club

Saturday, Oct 7 – Rotary Leadership Institute – Sheraton Four Points – Meriden

Saturday, Oct 21 – Council of Presidents – Graduate Club
Wednesday, Oct 25 – Area 3 Social, Ridgefield
Fri-Sun, Oct 27-29 – RYLA – Homewood Suites – Stratford

Sat, Nov 4 – Rotary UN Day – United Nations – NYC
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	August Birthdays

George Linabury  August 5th
	Today’s Raffle is worth
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$ 150

	
	
	


Presidents of the Month

	July 2006 – Vince Lupo
	August – Vince Lupo
	September – Robert Morey

	October – Alex DeLucia
	November –George Linabury
	December – Marty Foncello

	January 2006 – Jeff Kass
	February – Jeff Kass
	March – Jim Fisher

	April – Andrea Lupo
	May – Joan Mattson
	June – Russ Cornelius


The 4-Way Test
One of the most widely printed and quoted statements of business ethics in the world is The 4-Way Test. It was created by Rotarian Herbert I. Taylor in 1932 when he was asked to take charge of the Chicago-based Club Aluminum Company, which was facing bankruptcy Taylor looked for a way to save the struggling company mired in depression-caused financial difficulties. He drew up a 24-word code of ethics for all employees to follow in their business and professional lives. The 4-Way Test became the guide for sales, production, advertising, and all relations with dealers and customers, and the survival of the company was credited to this simple philosophy.
 
Herb Taylor became president of Rotary International during 1954-55. The 4-Way Test was adopted by Rotary in 1943 and has been translated into more than 100 languages and published in thousands of ways. The message should be known and followed by all Rotarians.  It is printed each week in the Dawn Patrol.
 
Golf Tournaments

Three of our neighboring clubs are having Golf Tournament Fundraisers in September.  Newtown will be holding theirs at the Tashua Knolls Golf Course on 9/11.  New Milford’s will be at the Silo Ridge Country Club on 9/13 and Danbury Sunrise’s will be at Ridgewood Country Club on 9/18.   See Jeff for info.
The Rotary 4-Way Test:

Of the things we think, say or do:  Is it the TRUTH?     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

	[image: image6.jpg]



 


	Rotary Final Report
Chloe Hartwell
 


I had a 3-month Cultural Scholarship to study Arabic at the Arabic Language Institute at the American University in Cairo.  The Arabic Language Institute (ALI) is an intensive Arabic program in which students take four classes, two of which are required, and two of which are electives.  The required courses are Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) grammar and a media class.  I elected to take Egyptian Colloquial Arabic and a spoken MSA class.  The ALI program is excellent, particularly for people looking to study the formal MSA.  I was more interested in t he Egyptian Colloquial, since that is what is spoken on the streets in Egypt.  Unlike many other Arab countries, MSA is not widely understood in Egypt and the colloquial Egyptian is a requirement for really interacting with Egyptians.  The instruction overall at ALI was excellent, and although very MSA-centered, the colloquial instruction was excellent and within one semester I was able to converse quite easily with Egyptians.  

 


The funds provided by the scholarship were definitely adequate.  The contingency money was very important because so much money is spent on transportation in Cairo and on food.  While rent is fairly cheap, by American standards, the food at the grocery store is surprisingly expensive.  In addition, for people who elect to live in the AUC dorms, there is no kitchen provided, so there is no option but to eat in restaurants or have delivery food every night, which was very expensive.  In terms of living in an apartment, which I chose to do, there are of course utility fees and trash and guardian fees to pay every month.  In addition, as the public transportation system in Cairo is sub-par, it is required to take taxis everywhere throughout the city.

 


Studying in Egypt was an incredible experience mostly because of the Egyptian people.  Egyptians are warm, kind, laid-back, and have a great sense of humour.  In addition, they love Americans, especially those who speak Arabic.  Because there are so many tourists in Egypt, being able to speak Arabic is the essential differentiating factor between a tourist and an ex-patriot.  It is really impossible to overstate the importance of speaking Arabic in Egypt, particularly being able to speak the Egyptian dialect.  People in general will show much greater respect to you because you have undertaken (what they consider) the huge task of learning Arabic (most Arabs don’t believe that foreigners can actually learn Arabic).  In addition, Egyptian Arabic uses much more religious phrases than other Arabic dialects, regardless of whether you are Christian or Muslim, and being familiar with this shows respect and an understanding of the culture. 

 


After my Rotary Scholarship finished, I stayed in Egypt and interned at the Egyptian Center for Women’s Rights (ECWR).  ECWR is an NGO that focuses primarily on promoting women’s political participation at all levels, informing women of their legal rights, particularly regarding family law, as well as working to end sexual harassment and Female Genital Mutilation (FGM).  It was a particularly interesting time to be working on political issues because of both the Presidential and Parliamentary elections that had occurred in the fall.  There had been massive election fraud and exploitation of women voters as well as intimidation of and violence against female candidates.  I did everything from translating Arabic press releases into English, collecting surveys from women about sexual harassment on the street, and attending trainings on FGM.  It was very interesting to work in an NGO in a country where civil society is repressed, newspapers are censored, and women are treated as second-class citizens.  I was able to intern at ECWR primarily because of my Arabic abilities, particularly my colloquial Egyptian, which was due to my semester at ALI.  I found this to be a truly invaluable experience because I saw how an NGO operates on a day-to-day basis and the particular hardships faced by NGOs in a politically repressed country.  The office lost power almost every day, our emails were filtered by the Egyptian government, our website was also shut down on occasion by the Egyptian government, I learned how and from whom NGOs get their funding, how NGOs work together regionally and the sorts of obstacles faced by both NGOs and women throughout the entire Middle East region.

 


Being in Egypt also gave me an incredible opportunity to learn more about America, both the positive and negative.  The most common description of America was that Egyptians loved the people but hated the government.  Egyptians are aware of the US’s support for the incredibly corrupt and increasingly repressive regime of President Mubarak and Egyptians are extremely aware of the situation in Israel and Palestine, the US’s refusal to support the democratically elected Hamas and their huge subsidies to Israel, and the possibility of those conflicts spilling over into the entire region.  In addition, I learned that practically every Egyptian has a relative living somewhere in America.  But most importantly, I learned that America is still the beacon of light for many Egyptians, the number one place they want to visit and live.  Egyptians are desperate to hear about America, imitate the clothing styles, listen to the music, and watch the movies.  Despite hating the American government, so many Egyptians want to live in America and enjoy all the amenities we take for granted.  But Egyptians are also extremely proud of their culture and their history and their leadership role within the Arab region.  

 


The Cairo Rotary club was great.  My host counselor was the head of Student Development for the American University in Cairo, so he was totally accessible.  He was very involved in Rotary and the club was very active.  I went to a meeting in November and met the Rotarians who were fabulous.  They were so excited to have a scholar in their district and they were so warm and friendly.  We exchanged flags and I sat through their planning meeting for various community service projects that they were planning.  It was very interesting to see a Rotary meeting in Egypt, with everyone smoking, endless tea, and endless chatting...very Egyptian!  The meeting was conducted entirely in Arabic, even though they all spoke perfect English, which was also interesting. 

 


I think the Rotary network is incredible, but it would be nice to receive information of other Rotary scholars who are studying in your country.  I received information on Rotary scholars who were starting their scholarhsip at the same time I was, but not about scholars who came later.  I happened to meet a few scholars while sharing taxis in Cairo.  In terms of advice to scholars, it’s really important to always be aware of your actions, especially in places like the Middle East where there are few Americans and so we represent the only interaction that many people have with Americans.  It can be frustrating to always be judged and to represent an entire country and culture, but I feel one of the most important parts of being an ambassador of goodwill and representing Rotary is to make sure that we leave the best impression possible.  This can also be particularly difficult considering the level of anti-American sentiment all around the world.  I think the Rotary scholarhsip is incredibly important for America because by choosing excellent students who are committed to promoting international understanding and goodwill, America is better represented, and equally importantly, America will have a better understanding of other countries and their cultures through the experiences of the scholars abroad.



	





Andrea Lupo will present her classification talk. 
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