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Brookfield Rotary meets at 7:15 AM every Monday in the Community Room 

at the Village at Brookfield Commons.

                                                                  Today’s Program:
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Rotary Memorial Garden
After several years of planning, we are finally ready to dedicate the Rotary Memorial Garden on September 11th.  For those of you who have forgotten (or for new members who never knew), the Memorial Garden was a project planned to commemorate Rotary’s 100th anniversary on February 23, 2005.  We may be late, but we have persevered.  If you haven’t been to the Garden recently, the plantings are in and the benches have been installed.  The memorial plaque has not yet been installed, but will be ─ prior to the dedication.  There will be some additional work to be done after the dedication such as walkways and bench plaques, but the Garden is ready for dedication.    
Honorees, dignitaries, Rotarians and the general public will be present.  The ceremony will start at 8:30 a.m. and will be followed by a continental breakfast..
Rotary Calendar:

Saturday, Sept 9 – District Foundation Seminar – Saugatuck Congregation Church, Westport
Monday, Sept 11 – Dedication of the Memorial Garden
Thursday, Sept. 21 – Interact Advisors Workshop – Graduate Club

Saturday, Oct 7 – Rotary Leadership Institute – Sheraton Four Points – Meriden

Saturday, Oct 21 – Council of Presidents – Graduate Club
Wednesday, Oct 25 – Area 3 Social, Ridgefield
Fri-Sun, Oct 27-29 – RYLA – Homewood Suites – Stratford
Friday, Nov 3 – Danbury Car Raffle – Amber Room
Saturday, Nov 4 – Rotary UN Day – United Nations – NYC
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	August Birthdays

George Linabury  August 5th
	Today’s Raffle is worth
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$ 155


Presidents of the Month

	July 2006 – Vince Lupo
	August – Vince Lupo
	September – Robert Morey

	October – Alex DeLucia
	November –George Linabury
	December – Marty Foncello

	January 2006 – Jeff Kass
	February – Jeff Kass
	March – Jim Fisher

	April – Andrea Lupo
	May – Joan Mattson
	June – Russ Cornelius


Youth Exchange

Youth Exchange is one of the most popular programs to promote international understanding and develop lifelong friendships. It began in 1927 with the Rotary Club of Nice, France. Exchanges in Europe continued until World War II and resumed after the war in 1946. In 1939, an extensive Youth Exchange was created between California and Latin America. Since then, the program has expanded around the world. In recent years, more than 7,000 young people have participated annually in Rotary club- and district-sponsored exchange programs.

 

The values of Youth Exchange are experienced not only by the high-school-age students involved but also by the host families, sponsoring clubs, receiving high schools, and the entire community. Youth Exchange participants usually provide their fellow students in their host schools with excellent opportunities to learn about customs, languages, traditions, and family life in another country.

 

Youth Exchange offers young people interesting opportunities and rich experiences to see another part of the world. Students usually spend a full academic year abroad, although some clubs and districts sponsor short-term exchanges of several weeks or months.

 

Youth Exchange is a highly recommended program for all Rotary clubs as a practical activity for the enhancement of international understanding and goodwill.

 
Golf Tournaments

Three of our neighboring clubs are having Golf Tournament Fundraisers in September.  Newtown will be holding theirs at the Tashua Knolls Golf Course on 9/11.  New Milford’s will be at the Silo Ridge Country Club on 9/13 and Danbury Sunrise’s will be at Ridgewood Country Club on 9/18.   See Jeff for info.

The Rotary 4-Way Test:

Of the things we think, say or do:  Is it the TRUTH?     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
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Rotary clubs are first responders in Lebanon crisis
	
	
	




	
	

	
	 

	

	 


The relief team organized by the Rotary Club of Limassol-Berengaria Cosmopolitan, Cyprus, was expecting no more than one boatload of 500 evacuees from the fighting in Lebanon on 19 July. 

But the following day, the volunteers who had originally offered to help find hotel accommodations for the new arrivals in the port city of Limassol were suddenly faced with a much bigger challenge. 
“The Americans decided to reroute their largest ships to Limassol, and we found ourselves standing in front of thousands of people in need in an instant,” explains Scott Givhan, leader of the club’s relief project. 

Military and chartered-cruise ships each carrying up to 2,000 people — most of them Australian, British, and U.S. passport holders — fleeing the Israeli-Hezbollah conflict were docking at all hours of the day and night, says Givhan. 

At its peak, the operation brought in about 10,000 evacuees in three days. The club assembled an efficient multinational team of volunteers from 10 Western and Middle Eastern countries. Each time a boat came in, they were on hand to greet, comfort, and assist passengers. 

Nearly half of the Rotary club’s 25 members were on vacation. But those present and the non-Rotarian volunteers who joined them did an outstanding job providing food and refreshments and helping set up rest and play areas for evacuees and their children. They even offered evacuees use of their mobile phones to call loved ones and make travel arrangements. 

“This project would not have been possible without the contributions from our non-Rotarian volunteers, many of whom worked through the nights to help the evacuees,” says Givhan. 

With the evacuations ending, the club is turning its attention to helping people internally displaced by the fighting. Already, it has sent two shipments of relief items — mostly donations of food and medicine — to Batroun, Lebanon. 

Members of the Rotary Club of Batroun are receiving the supplies and distributing them in their own cars at great personal risk. 

“We contacted this club because it is competent,” says project coordinator George Kfouri, of the Limassol-Berengaria club, who is Lebanese. “The members in Batroun are trusted, and they are like our own brothers.” 

“These Rotarians are the real heroes,” says Givhan. 

The city of Batroun, in northern Lebanon, is host to more than 10,000 people who have fled intense fighting and aerial bombardment in the south. Other Lebanese Rotary clubs are helping with the relief effort. 

Rotary clubs were the first to respond to the humanitarian crisis in Batroun, say Givhan and Kfouri. Because Rotarians are members of the affected communities, their aid distribution network is one of the most active in the region. 

Kfouri says that the Limmasol-Berengaria Cosmopolitan club is now bracing itself for an influx of Lebanese refugees to Cyprus. 

The club is receiving donations of money and goods to provide emergency relief in Cyprus and Lebanon. For more details, visit the Disaster Relief page or contact Scott Givhan (phone: + 357 99 466 103; e-mail: alpa1@usa.net). 

	
	


Dubai Rotarians respond to Lebanon crisis
	
	

	
	

	

	


The Rotary Club of Dubai, United Arab Emirates, and UNICEF launched a joint fundraising appeal on 30 July to aid the children who make up about 45 percent of the more than one million people displaced by over three weeks of fighting in Lebanon.

To get the ball rolling, the club donated UAE dirham 367,0410 (US$100,000) to help cover emergency supplies such as electrical generators, clean water, medicine, soap, buckets, pots, pans, and blankets.
"We have teamed up with UNICEF because it has a track [record] and it has been involved in polio as a partner of Rotary," says Samir Kanaan, vice president of the Rotary Club of Dubai. "Because UNICEF is an international organization, respected for its neutrality, it can arrange for safe passage and distribution of supplies."

According to Kanaan, the club will contribute another $100,000 because of a generous public response to the appeal. The 120-member club has already raised $75,000 — two-thirds of the new amount — from Rotarians and others. The outpouring of support reflects people’s trust in Rotary, he says.

"Although our club is only four years old, I think we have managed to have a dignified presence in this area," Kanaan explains. "The name of Rotary is very well regarded here."

"We are working with a broad range of partners in Lebanon to save lives, protect civilians, and support services such as health, water and sanitation, education, and psychosocial care," said Omar Shehadeh, regional donor relations officer for UNICEF, to local media during the appeal’s launch. "The support the Dubai Rotary club has given is vital in our efforts to help relieve the suffering of those whose lives have been so severely affected in Lebanon."

For more details about the Dubai Rotary Club/UNICEF Appeal for Lebanon, contact Samir Kanaan at kanazlaw@emirates.net.ae



At today’s Club Assembly, we will plan the dedication ceremony for the Rotary Memorial Garden.
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