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Brookfield Rotary meets at 7:15 AM every Monday in the Community Room 

at the Village at Brookfield Commons.
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                       [image: image2.png]e
0 eAD THE WAY
e



       
Sign In Please!!!

The staff at the Village must know who is in the building at all times.  Therefore, would you please sign in at the front desk when you enter the building and sign out when you leave.

No Meeting Next Week – Labor Day Holiday!
Make-Ups
Note that if you plan to make up at the Danbury Sunrise Club, they are now meeting at the new Hampton Inn.  This is located on Newtown Road in back of Friendly’s (It is the former Quality Inn).  Also, the Newtown Club is no longer meeting at the Fireside, but I do not have information on their new location. 

Rotary Calendar:

Saturday, Sept 9 – District Foundation Seminar – Saugatuck Congregation Church, Westport
Monday, Sept 11 – Dedication of the Memorial Garden
Thursday, Sept. 21 – Interact Advisors Workshop – Graduate Club

Saturday, Oct 7 – Rotary Leadership Institute – Sheraton Four Points – Meriden

Saturday, Oct 21 – Council of Presidents – Graduate Club
Wednesday, Oct 25 – Area 3 Social, Ridgefield
Fri-Sun, Oct 27-29 – RYLA – Homewood Suites – Stratford

Sat, Nov 4 – Rotary UN Day – United Nations – NYC
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	August Birthdays

George Linabury  August 5th
	Today’s Raffle is worth
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Presidents of the Month

	July 2006 – Vince Lupo
	August – Vince Lupo
	September – Robert Morey

	October – Alex DeLucia
	November –George Linabury
	December – Marty Foncello

	January 2006 – Jeff Kass
	February – Jeff Kass
	March – Jim Fisher

	April – Andrea Lupo
	May – Joan Mattson
	June – Russ Cornelius


The District Conference

Most Rotarians have never attended a Rotary district conference, which means they have not experienced one of the most enjoyable and rewarding privileges of Rotary membership.
 
A district conference is for all club members in the district and their spouses, not just for club officers and committee members. The purpose of a district conference is for fellowship, inspirational speakers, and discussion of matters that make one’s Rotary membership more meaningful. Every person who attends a district confer​ence finds that being a Rotarian becomes even more rewarding because of the new experiences, insights, and acquaintances developed at the conference. Those who attend a conference enjoy going back, year after year.
 
Every Rotary district has a conference annually. These meetings are considered so important that the Rotary International president selects a knowledgeable Rotarian as his personal representative to attend and address each conference. The program always includes several outstanding entertainment features, interesting discussions, and inspirational programs.
 
One of the added benefits of attending a district conference is the opportunity to become better acquainted with members of one’s own club in an informal setting. Lasting friendships grow from the fellowship hours at the district conference.
 
Golf Tournaments

Two neighboring clubs are having Golf Tournament Fundraisers in September.  Danbury Sunrise will be holding theirs at the Ridgewood Country Club on 9/18.  New Milford’s will be at the Silo Ridge Country Club on 9/13.  See Jeff for info.
The Rotary 4-Way Test:

Of the things we think, say or do:  Is it the TRUTH?     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Rotary-UN Day is November 4, 2006
Rotary International's representatives to the United Nations in New York have announced 4 November as the date for the 2006 Rotary-UN Day. 

The annual event at UN headquarters in New York City helps educate Rotarians, their friends, and their families about the complementary roles the UN and Rotary play in supporting humanitarian initiatives and promoting international understanding and peace. 

This year, presentations and panel discussions will address humanitarian issues such as hunger, water, health, and literacy based on the theme "The Unfinished Business of Rotary." RI leaders, UN officials, representatives from UN-affiliated nongovernmental organizations, and other invited guests will be among featured speakers at the event. 

For the third consecutive year, there will be a separate program for Interact, Youth Exchange students, and other attendees of high school age. 

Attendees may also reserve tickets for a UN tour and combine their celebration of the Rotary-UN Day with a visit to New York's many cultural and tourist activities, such as Broadway shows. 

Seating at the event is limited, so participants are advised to send their completed application forms to the registrar by 21 October. Due to UN security requirements, on-site registration is not available. 

Read more details and find registration forms. Questions may be directed to Brad Jenkins, RI alternate representative to the UN in New York (phone: 908-766-4790; e-mail: bradjenkins@att.net). 

Former Peace Fellow helps build a new Sudan
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As a 2003-05 Rotary World Peace Fellow, Susan Stigant studied peace building theories. Now living and working in Sudan, she is using her education to help that country get back on its feet. 

Stigant, from Penticton, British Columbia, Canada, works for the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI), a U.S. group that supports democratic practices globally. Her assignment is to work with the government of South Sudan in drafting its first constitution.

It's an ideal fit for Stigant. She earned a master's degree in political science, writing her thesis about Sudan, from the University of North Carolina (UNC) at Chapel Hill, North Carolina, USA (which shares a Rotary Center for International Studies in peace and conflict resolution with Duke University).

For 21 years, Sudan was embroiled in a civil war between the largely Muslim Arab north and the Christian and animist south. In 2005, the Sudanese government signed a peace deal with southern rebels, granting autonomy to the south. Though the peace still holds, millions in Africa's largest country have not seen the benefits. Regional violence rages in the western province of Darfur while citizens displaced by decades of strife live in makeshift camps that depend on foreign aid for survival.

Based in Juba, Sudan, and Nairobi, Kenya, Stigant works with other national and international nongovernmental organizations to help Sudanese officials understand the legal framework of the peace agreement and the South Sudan constitution. She is also working on the production of a civic education radio program and conducts listening groups with citizens on democratic principles, some of which are then taped for national radio.

"I find the politics of it fascinating — watching a country go through the process of setting up a government," says Stigant.

Life is not always easy in Juba. Stigant sleeps on a military-style cot in a small tent. She also contracted malaria shortly after arriving.

"It's the people I work with who keep me going — and seeing that the work you're doing has incredible impact," says Stigant.

"I realized that this work was the same thing that was all over my dorm room floor as I was writing my thesis," she says. "It is really satisfying to see that it wasn't just a thesis, but knowledge and understanding that I can contribute to helping people."

Stigant's former academic advisor, Andrew Reynolds, is among her fans. "She combines intellectual curiosity and human empathy with the practical ability to get things done," says Reynolds.

Past District Governor Carol Allen, Rotary's main representative for the program at Duke/UNC center, also praised Stigant, saying: "It's because of Susan, and the other fellows like her, that I believe this program is worth the investment Rotarians are making in it. She is going to continue to make a difference in the world." 

Vince Lupo will facilitate a discussion  on District Conferences. 
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