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	Rotary International President:  William Boyd
	District Governor:  Chip Lewis

	Assistant Governor:  Brian Amey
	Le Président du Mois:  Robert Morey


Brookfield Rotary meets at 7:15 AM every Monday in the Community Room 

at the Village at Brookfield Commons.
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Rotary Calendar:

Monday, Sept 11 – Dedication of the Memorial Garden
Thursday, Sept. 21 – Interact Advisors Workshop – Graduate Club
Friday, Sept. 22 – District Foundation Ceremony – Essex Meadows, Essex CT
Saturday, Oct 7 – Rotary Leadership Institute – Sheraton Four Points – Meriden

Saturday, Oct 21 – Council of Presidents – Graduate Club
Wednesday, Oct 25 – Area 3 Social, Ridgefield
Fri-Sun, Oct 27-29 – RYLA – Homewood Suites – Stratford

Sat, Nov 4 – Rotary UN Day – United Nations – NYC
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	SeptemberBirthdays

Ray Kerney  September 1st
	Today’s Raffle is worth
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Presidents of the Month

	July 2006 – Vince Lupo
	August – Vince Lupo
	September – Robert Morey

	October – Alex DeLucia
	November –George Linabury
	December – Marty Foncello

	January 2006 – Jeff Kass
	February – Jeff Kass
	March – Jim Fisher

	April – Andrea Lupo
	May – Joan Mattson
	June – Russ Cornelius


Four Avenues of Service

The term “Four Avenues of Service” refers to the four elements of the Object of Rotary: Club Service, Vocational Service, Community Service, and International Service.

 

Although the Avenues of Service are not found in any formal part of the consti​tutional documents of Rotary, many Rotarians use this concept to describe the pri​mary areas of Rotary activity.

· Club Service involves all of the necessary activities Rotarians perform to make their club function successfully. 

 

· Vocational Service describes the opportunity each Rotarian has to represent the dignity and utility of one’s vocation to the other members of the club, as well as the responsibility of the club to undertake projects related to such areas as career planning, vocational training, and the promotion of high ethi​cal standards in the workplace. 

 

· Community Service pertains to those activities that Rotarians undertake to improve the quality of life in their community. It frequently involves assistance to youth, the aged, the disabled, and others who look to Rotary as a source of hope for a better life. 

 

· The fourth Avenue of Service, International Service, describes the many programs and activities that Rotarians undertake to advance international understanding, goodwill, and peace. International service projects are designed to meet humanitarian needs of people in many lands. When a Rotarian understands and travels down the four Avenues of Service, the Object of Rotary takes on even greater meaning. 

The Rotary 4-Way Test:

Of the things we think, say or do:  Is it the TRUTH?     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Indian Rotarians help treat over 1,000 patients in Lesotho
Show Rotarians a community in need, and they will beat a path to it. And so they did with Lesotho, a country that many people would fail to place on a map. 

In May, a team of Indian Rotarians helped tackle some of the health care challenges of the tiny mountain kingdom, which is completely surrounded by South Africa. 

The group, whose 17 members consisted of surgeons, anesthesiologists, a pathologist, and some nonmedical volunteers, operated under the umbrella of the Intercontinental Medicare Project. 

With support from Past RI President Raja Saboo, the Intercontinental Medicare Project was founded by Indian Rotarians who wanted to share their nation’s growing medical expertise with countries coping with poor health infrastructures and a shortage of doctors and nurses. Lesotho is ranked 149th out of 177 countries and territories in the 2005 Human Development Index compiled by the United Nations Development Programme. It has a doctor-to-patient ratio of 1 to 16,000.

Together with local doctors and Rotarians, the visiting team worked for 10 days at Maseru’s Queen Elizabeth II Hospital, where they provided free treatment to 1,206 patients in need of specialized care. 

The Indian Rotarians offered medical consultations and performed surgeries to address a variety of cosmetic, visual, gynecologic, orthopedic, and urological conditions. Some ophthalmologists had to travel high up into the mountains on a winding road to reach elderly patients who couldn’t make the seven-hour trip to the hospital.

Past District Governor R.S. Parmar, a doctor on the team, recalls the most difficult gynecological case they addressed, which involved a 24-year-old patient who had suffered so long from fibroids that she desperately wanted a hysterectomy. The surgeons persuaded her to give them a chance to treat the fibroids so she could have a child if she ever wanted to. And they succeeded.

“The glow in her eyes and the pleasant smile on her face said everything,” says Parmar. “It was so refreshing and rewarding that all our tensions, tiredness, and apprehensions vanished in thin air. This single case more than justified our being on the team.”

The US$42,000 Lesotho mission was cosponsored by Rotary districts 3130 and 3080 (India), 6200 (USA), and 9320 (Lesotho; South Africa). It was partially funded by a contribution from The Rotary Foundation.

“We in Lesotho can only confirm that the Intercontinental Medicare Project is indeed a great one,” says Frank Baffoe, a member of the Rotary Club of Maloti-Maseru. “The benefits it brought to the needy, sick members of our communities are hard to describe or quantify.”

“We are grateful to the team of doctors who came here on behalf of Rotary International,” says Motloheloa Phooko, Lesotho’s health and social welfare minister. “They have done a wonderful job of treating the needy patients with their skill and expertise.” 

The growing list of countries that have benefited from the Intercontinental Medicare Project includes Ethiopia, Madagascar, Malawi, Nigeria, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia.

One district’s campaign for literacy

With about 260 different literacy projects during the past year, Rotary International District 5450 (northern Colorado, USA) is empowering people through education. 

Literacy is the foundation for virtually all forms of education and an essential component of poverty reduction, social inclusion, and economic development. Despite the importance of literacy, more than 800 million people are unable to read or write in the world today, and 64 percent of these people are women and girls.

Rotarians are encouraged to participate today in International Literacy Day (sponsored by the International Reading Association, with whom RI has a Board-approved cooperative relationship) and in Rotary’s Literacy Month in March.

Over the next year, RI President Bill Boyd’s Literacy Resource Group will raise awareness of literacy issues and encourage Rotary clubs to undertake literacy projects both at home and abroad.

Following are some of District 5450’s successful projects:

Denver Kids Inc.
In 1946, the Rotary Club of Denver started Denver Kids Inc. by collaborating with Denver public schools to support children at risk. Sixty years later, the club remains a primary sponsor for the project, working with 800 highly at-risk students to achieve a high school graduation rate of 85 percent. Denver Kids provides necessary mentoring, tutoring, and counseling for these children and helps them get into college.

Critical-thinking skills 
Villa Park, a neighborhood in west Denver, has a high school graduation rate of 13.3 percent. The Rotary Club of Denver Mile High is partnering with the Villa Park Neighborhood Association, two public elementary schools, and a local Catholic school to transform Villa Park to a neighborhood of literacy. Rotarians are using a Department of Health and Human Services grant to test for the efficacy of teaching students critical-thinking skills. In addition to working with students, they’re also mentoring students’ families and teaching them financial management and information-retrieval skills.

Financial literacy 
The Rotary Club of Denver Lodo is teaching financial planning and management to at-risk teenagers in the Excelsior Youth Center, a home for runaway girls. This residential program aims to successfully reintegrate young women with their families and communities.

Virtual storytime 
Various clubs in the district have teamed up to assist the Rotary Club of Denver Cherry Creek in making the dreams of deployed soldiers come true. In collaboration with officers aboard the USS Theodore Roosevelt, which is anchored in the Middle East, Rotarians have arranged to have sailors videotaped as they read children’s books. These tapes are sent home to the sailors’ children.

Live and learn 
For the last seven years, the Rotary Club of Aurora has hosted reading parties on Saturday mornings. Rotarians gather used children’s books for the event, which also includes snacks and entertainment. Children select a book to have read to them and are able to take it home for future reading. Rotarians insert a personalized Rotary bookplate for the children. Local Interact groups regularly participate by gathering and distributing books and reading to the children.

The importance of literacy cannot be overstated. Through programs such as these, Rotarians are able to reduce poverty and improve the life quality for individuals and communities worldwide. 

Peter M. Lerman (www.lerman.net) of Bethel visited the area in New Orleans that was hit by Hurricane Katrina. He will discuss his impressions and show us photos of the area. 
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