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	Rotary International President:  William Boyd
	District Governor:  Chip Lewis

	Assistant Governor:  Brian Amey
	Le Président du Mois:  Alex DeLucia


Brookfield Rotary meets at 7:15 AM every Monday in the Community Room 

at the Village at Brookfield Commons.
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Rotary Calendar:
Tuesday, Oct 24 – Board of Directors Meeting – The DeLucia Home – 6:00 P.M.

Fri-Sun, Oct 27-29 – RYLA – Homewood Suites – Stratford

Saturday, Nov 4 – Rotary UN Day – United Nations – NYC
Sunday, Nov 5 – Teacher of the Year Brunch – Franco Ristorante
Friday, Nov 10 – Foundation Banquet  - Racebrook Country Club - Orange
Saturday, Jan 13 – Interact District Assembly – Choate Rosemary Hall – Wallingford

Saturday, Jan 20 – Pre-PETS - Racebrook Country Club - Orange  
Fri-Sun, Feb 2-4 –RYLA – Homewood Suites - Wallingford
Saturday, Mar 10 – New Generations Conference - Choate Rosemary Hall – Wallingford
Thur-Sat, Mar 15-17 – PETS – Sheraton Nashua Hotel - Nashua, NH

Thursday, Apr 19 – District Assembly – Sheraton Four Points – Meriden

Sunday, May 20 – Welcome Brunch for Sri Lanka GSE team – Location TBD

Fri- Sun, Jun 1-3 – District Conference – Saratoga Springs, NY

Area Rotary Clubs
	Newtown
	Monday
	6:00 p.m.
	The Inn at Newtown, 19 Main Street

	New Milford
	Tuesday
	  12:15 p.m.
	Holiday Restaurant, Big Y Plaza  

	Danbury Lunch
	Wednesday
	12:15 p.m.
	The Ethan Allen Hotel, 21 Lake Ave Ext.

	Ridgefield
	Wednesday
	6:30 p.m.
	Ridgefield Community Center, 316 Main St.

	Danbury Sunrise
	Friday
	7:30 a.m.
	Rudy’s Gourmet,  68 Stony Hill Rd, Bethel
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	OctoberBirthdays
None
	Today’s Raffle is worth
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$ 220

	
	
	


Presidents of the Month
	July 2006 – Vince Lupo
	August – Vince Lupo
	September – Robert Morey

	October – Alex DeLucia
	November –GeorgeLinabury
	December – Joan Mattson

	January 2006 – Jeff Kass
	February – Jeff Kass
	March – Jim Fisher

	April – Andrea Lupo
	May – Russ Cornelius
	June – Russ Cornelius


Youth Exchange
Youth Exchange is one of the most popular programs to promote international understanding and develop lifelong friendships. It began in 1927 with the Rotary Club of Nice, France. Exchanges in Europe continued until World War II and resumed after the war in 1946. In 1939, an extensive Youth Exchange was created between California and Latin America. Since then, the program has expanded around the world. In recent years, more than 7,000 young people have participated annually in Rotary club- and district-sponsored exchange programs.
 
The values of Youth Exchange are experienced not only by the high-school-age students involved but also by the host families, sponsoring clubs, receiving high schools, and the entire community. Youth Exchange participants usually provide their fellow students in their host schools with excellent opportunities to learn about customs, languages, traditions, and family life in another country.
 
Youth Exchange offers young people interesting opportunities and rich experiences to see another part of the world. Students usually spend a full academic year abroad, although some clubs and districts sponsor short-term exchanges of several weeks or months.
 
Youth Exchange is a highly recommended program for all Rotary clubs as a practical activity for the enhancement of international understanding and goodwill.
Teacher of the Year Brunch
Each year, we celebrate Brookfield’s Teachers of the Year.  This year we will honor them at a brunch to be held at Franco Ristorante on Sunday, November 5th at 12:30 p.m.  The teachers are:
· Olivia Quinsland – Brookfield Teacher of the Year and Center School Teacher of the Year

· Colette Bennett – Brookfield High School Teacher of the Year

· Jim Fitzpatrick – Whisconier Middle School Teacher of the Year

· Tonia Laemmehirt – Huckleberry Hill School Teacher of the Year

Tickets are $20 per person.  Let’s have a good turnout from the club as well as from the general public.
The Rotary 4-Way Test:

Of the things we think, say or do:  Is it the TRUTH?     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Nobel Peace Prize winner an inspiration to Rotary microcredit projects

Dr. Muhammad Yunus, the Bangladeshi economist who pioneered the idea of microcredit loans that inspired many Rotary projects, has won the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize.

At the 1999 RI Convention in Singapore, Yunus received Rotary's highest honor, the Award for World Understanding*, for his work helping the poor start businesses through microcredit loans from Grameen Bank. The award money of US$100,000 went directly to the Grameen Bank. 

"Dr. Yunus' simple idea of microcredits has revolutionized humanitarian assistance efforts," said Past RI President James Lacy in 1999. "This award recognizes the tremendous results of the Grameen Bank, which has empowered people worldwide to advance their standard of living. As fellow humanitarian activists, the members of Rotary greatly admire his work for economic empowerment."

Through Rotary programs such as The Rotary Foundation's Humanitarian Grants and World Community Service, Rotarians initiated their own microcredit projects. Since 1984, Rotary-sponsored village banks have been established in 12 countries. Through The Rotary Foundation, Rotarians are currently involved in more than 60 microcredit projects around the world. 

In 1976, Yunus experienced a "eureka" moment in the village of Jobra, Bangladesh, while talking to a bamboo stool maker. When he learned the woman had to purchase her daily supply of bamboo on credit (for the U.S. equivalent of about 25 cents) from a trader who in turn purchased her stools for next to nothing, the professor from the nearby Chittagong University didn't think twice about loaning her a quarter.

He then went out to find out that other villagers had fallen into similar financial traps for loans totaling $27. 

"I was stunned. My reaction was obvious. I gave $27 from my pocket to release them from the hard conditions of money lenders and traders," Yunus told Rotarians at the 1999 convention.

With money in their pockets, the workers were able to buy the materials for a day's work weaving chairs or making pots. By the end of their first day as independent business owners, the excited entrepreneurs had actually turned a profit on their handiwork and soon paid back the loan. 

"I started thinking that if I can make so many people so happy with such a small amount of money, why shouldn't I do more of it?" Yunus said.

He started the Grameen Bank after finding that villagers couldn't get traditional loans from lending institutions. Today, Grameen Bank gives the poor access to modest loans without collateral. The loans have been tremendously successful, especially with women, in lifting families out of poverty. And Grameen's impressive 98 percent repayment rate is the envy of many top banks around the world. The microcredit system is now at work in dozens of countries. 

Today Ray Kerney will discuss our Interact Club.
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