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	 Le Président du Mois:  George Linabury


Brookfield Rotary meets at 7:15 AM every Monday in the Community Room 

at the Village at Brookfield Commons.

We Missed You
Missing from our meeting of 10/30 were Marty Foncello, Ray Kerney, Charlie Meade, Jerry Murphy and Walter Sawicki.  We know that Marty is working out of town.  We hope that the rest of you were away and that none of you are under the weather.
Today’s Program:
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Rotary Calendar:
Friday, Nov 10 – Foundation Banquet  - Racebrook Country Club – Orange
Tuesday, Nov 28- Board of Directors Meeting – 6:00 p.m. – The Village

Saturday, Dec 9 – Club Christmas Party at the home of the Scotts

Monday, Dec 18 - - Board of Directors Meeting – 6:00 p.m. – The Village

Saturday, Jan 13 – Interact District Assembly – Choate Rosemary Hall – Wallingford

Saturday, Jan 20 – Pre-PETS - Racebrook Country Club - Orange  
Sunday, Jan 28 – A Taste of Ridgefield
Fri-Sun, Feb 2-4 –RYLA – Homewood Suites - Wallingford
Saturday, Mar 10 – New Generations Conference - Choate Rosemary Hall – Wallingford
Thur-Sat, Mar 15-17 – PETS – Sheraton Nashua Hotel - Nashua, NH
Thursday, Apr 19 – District Assembly – Sheraton Four Points – Meriden

Sunday, May 20 – Welcome Brunch for Sri Lanka GSE team – Location TBD

Fri- Sun, Jun 1-3 – District Conference – Saratoga Springs, NY

Inclement Weather Policy
Now that winter is approaching, it would be appropriate to restate our club’s policy on snow days.  If school is cancelled, our meeting will likewise be cancelled.  If school is delayed, our meeting will take place.  The Village chef, John Fontano should be notified if we will not meet.  He can be reached at 203-775-8696 X 18.
Area Rotary Clubs
	Newtown
	Monday
	6:00 p.m.
	The Inn at Newtown, 19 Main Street

	New Milford
	Tuesday
	  12:15 p.m.
	Holiday Restaurant, Big Y Plaza  

	Danbury Lunch
	Wednesday
	12:15 p.m.
	The Ethan Allen Hotel, 21 Lake Ave Ext.

	Ridgefield
	Wednesday
	6:30 p.m.
	Ridgefield Community Center, 316 Main St.

	Danbury Sunrise
	Friday
	7:30 a.m.
	Rudy’s Gourmet,  68 Stony Hill Rd, Bethel
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	NovemberBirthdays
Robert Morey – Nov 17
Vince Lupo – Nov 20
Marty Foncello – Nov 22

Matt Scott – Nov 22
	Today’s Raffle is worth
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$ 235

	
	
	


Presidents of the Month
	July 2006 – Vince Lupo
	August – Vince Lupo
	September – Robert Morey

	October – Alex DeLucia
	November –GeorgeLinabury
	December – Joan Mattson

	January 2006 – Jeff Kass
	February – Jeff Kass
	March – Jim Fisher

	April – Andrea Lupo
	May – Russ Cornelius
	June – Russ Cornelius


A Taste of Ridgefield [image: image5.png]



 The 8th Annual Taste of Ridgefield - Ridgefield Community Center, 316 Main St., Ridgefield, CT.  The Ridgefield Rotary club will be hosting "A Taste of Ridgefield" on January 28th at the Ridgefield Community Center with 25+ eating establishment serving bite size samples of their specialties. Available appetizers, entrees, desserts, wine, beer, coffee, tea, soda. Admission price allows entrant to sample as much and as often as desired. Live Jazz and Chamber Music enhance the atmosphere. Two Sessions: noon-2:30 & 4-6:30 pm. Adm. Early Session $35. & Later Session $40.
The Rotary 4-Way Test:
Of the things we think, say or do:  Is it the TRUTH?     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Renewed efforts to end polio in South Asia

South Asia, home to three of the world’s four remaining polio endemic countries, is addressing the lingering challenges of polio eradication through revamped strategies, including stepped-up immunization activities.

India, which has the highest incidence of indigenous polio in the region, is responding to an outbreak that has caused 373 cases of polio this year, 328 of them coming from just one state, Uttar Pradesh. 

According to health officials, India’s outbreak stems from a failure to immunize all children in states affected by polio. Many parents, especially in poor Muslim communities, are reluctant to have their children immunized because of false rumors that the oral polio vaccine is contaminated.
 
To address these fears, health workers and volunteers are carrying out new community outreach efforts. They’re also organizing immunization campaigns involving a combination of fixed-post and door-to-door delivery of the polio vaccine. 

Rotary clubs are supportive of the renewed efforts, says India National PolioPlus Committee Chair Deepak Kapur. “Rotarians are responding very well to the situation,” he notes.

In August, the committee invited almost 90 Muslim clerics, scholars, and leaders to a conference in Delhi, India’s federal capital, to discuss their community’s polio concerns. Rotary clubs are now distributing public service announcements and fliers that feature Muslim leaders encouraging families to take their children for polio immunization.

“The messages we have placed on local TV include appeals from parents of polio victims to the public to protect children through immunization,” says Kapur. 

Rotary clubs are encouraging Muslim clerics to set up vaccination booths at mosques and to announce immunization events at Friday prayers. Rotarians also are helping recruit volunteers from local Muslim communities, especially in Moradabad, the epicenter of the polio outbreak. 

In other parts of South Asia, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative is helping devise responses suited to each country’s challenges. For example, in Pakistan, the National PolioPlus Committee is disseminating polio-related messages to at-risk groups on the radio.  

“Studies carried out in the past indicate that polio-related messages conveyed through local FM radios reach a much higher percentage of target populations in rural areas or working-class and low-income groups,” explains Abdul Haiy Khan, chair of the committee. 

According to Khan, a coordinated, intergovernmental response would help address challenges common to Afghanistan and Pakistan. Both countries are polio endemic and have reported 26 and 20 cases of polio this year, respectively. Lawlessness, a leading cause of low immunization rates along the Afghanistan-Pakistan border, could be jointly tackled, Khan says. 

In Bangladesh and Nepal, which were polio-free until they were reinfected with a strain of poliovirus from neighboring India, volunteers and health workers are determined to make the imported cases of polio a temporary setback to their efforts. 

“We face many difficulties, but the support given by government and Rotary International have made us even more determined to stop imported polio from spreading in our country,” says Iftekharul Alam, chair of the Bangladesh National PolioPlus Committee. 

The month of November is Foundation month and we are privileged to have PDG (District 7890) Frank Wargo of the New Milford club as our speaker this morning.  He will talk to us about the progress we have made in the fight against polio.   
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