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Brookfield Rotary meets at 7:15 AM every Monday in the Community Room 

at the Village at Brookfield Commons.

We Missed You
Missing from our meeting of 11/20 were Marty Foncello and Jerry Murphy. We hope to see you next week.
                                                          Today’s Program:

           [image: image2.png]


                                                                                      
Rotary Calendar:
Tuesday, Nov 28- Board of Directors Meeting – 6:00 p.m. – The Village

Wednesday, Dec 6 – Senior’s Christmas Party – 1:00 p.m. - Brooks Quarry

Saturday, Dec 9 – Club Christmas Party at the home of the Scotts

Monday, Dec 18 – Club Meeting – Annual Gift Exchange

Monday, Dec 18 -  Board of Directors Meeting – 6:00 p.m. – The Home of Joan Mattson
Saturday, Jan 13 – Interact District Assembly – Choate Rosemary Hall – Wallingford

Saturday, Jan 20 – Pre-PETS - Racebrook Country Club - Orange  
Sunday, Jan 28 – A Taste of Ridgefield
Fri-Sun, Feb 2-4 –RYLA – Homewood Suites - Stratford
Saturday, Mar 10 – New Generations Conference - Choate Rosemary Hall – Wallingford
Thur-Sat, Mar 15-17 – PETS – Sheraton Nashua Hotel - Nashua, NH

Sunday, Mar 18 – Fun Bowl – Brookfield Lanes
Thursday, Apr 19 – District Assembly – Sheraton Four Points – Meriden

Sunday, May 20 – Welcome Brunch for Sri Lanka GSE team – Location TBD

Fri- Sun, Jun 1-3 – District Conference – Saratoga Springs, NY

Inclement Weather Policy
Now that winter is approaching, it would be appropriate to restate our club’s policy on snow days.  If school is cancelled, our meeting will likewise be cancelled.  If school is delayed, our meeting will take place.  The Village chef should be notified if we will not meet.  He can be reached at 203-775-8696 X 18.
Area Rotary Clubs
	Newtown
	Monday
	6:00 p.m.
	The Inn at Newtown, 19 Main Street

	New Milford
	Tuesday
	  12:15 p.m.
	Holiday Restaurant, Big Y Plaza  

	Danbury Lunch
	Wednesday
	12:15 p.m.
	The Ethan Allen Hotel, 21 Lake Ave Ext.

	Ridgefield
	Wednesday
	6:30 p.m.
	Ridgefield Community Center, 316 Main St.

	Danbury Sunrise
	Friday
	7:30 a.m.
	Rudy’s Gourmet,  68 Stony Hill Rd, Bethel
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	NovemberBirthdays
Robert Morey – Nov 17
Vince Lupo – Nov 20
Marty Foncello – Nov 22

Matt Scott – Nov 22
	Today’s Raffle is worth
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$ 60

	
	
	


Presidents of the Month
	July 2006 – Vince Lupo
	August – Vince Lupo
	September – Robert Morey

	October – Alex DeLucia
	November –GeorgeLinabury
	December – Joan Mattson

	January 2006 – Jeff Kass
	February – Jeff Kass
	March – Jim Fisher

	April – Andrea Lupo
	May – Russ Cornelius
	June – Russ Cornelius


Student of the Month
The process of giving a bond to our Student of the Month has gotten too complex and so from now on, we will present a $100 check plus a certificate to our SOM.
Christmas Gifts

Once again this year, we will be presenting Christmas Gifts to some needy families in town.  Details will be forthcoming.

Group Home Christmas Party

As in past years, we will seek to team up with our Interact Club and host a Christmas Party at our Ability Beyond Disability adopted group home.  Details soon. 
Senior Christmas Party
Our annual Christmas party at the Brooks Quarry senior housing complex will be held on Wednesday, December 6 at 1:00 p.m.  Pizza, presents, entertainment by Billy Michaels and a visit from Santa.  The seniors really look forward to this.  It is a weekday, but if you can get away for a couple of hours, you will really enjoy yourself.
The Rotary 4-Way Test:
Of the things we think, say or do:  Is it the TRUTH?     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Clubs help families of fallen U.S. soldiers

As Michael Kerr and his wife, Jeannie Moore-Kerr, drove past Camp Pendleton in California, USA, they thought about the soldiers who were killed since the terrorist attacks on 11 September 2001 and the children who were now without a parent. It made the Kerrs want to help the children of fallen soldiers and give them a reason to smile again. From there, the idea for Snowball Express quickly turned into a plan. Once Kerr sent out information to select organizations, support poured in.

This is the largest single effort ever to reach out to the families of soldiers who have died, according to Kerr. 

On 15 December, about 1,000 children and 500 guardians will “board” the Snowball Express when they fly to California for a three-day celebration. The first day’s highlight is a performance of “The Glory of Christmas.” On 16 December, the children will have the chance to play video games and meet athletes while visiting Oakley Inc. Afterwards, they will head to California’s largest shopping complex, Irvine Spectrum Center. All families will receive a gift card for shopping, and children will be able to play on the center’s rides. Finally, on 17 December, families will spend the day at Disneyland. Because sponsors, including Rotary clubs, have underwritten the major expenses, this trip is free for the families. 

“It is so great to see communities reaching out and making a difference,” says Moore-Kerr. It’s the families’ struggles — with death, lack of money, and emotional trauma — that made the Kerrs want to create a joyous experience for them.

The real work begins, however, once this holiday weekend ends. The M. Kerr Foundation is working to provide families with a scholarship fund for the children, as well as job training and placement for the widows. They also need help in communities across the country to give the families guidance and support, whether that comes from monetary donations or from volunteers who live near the families. “Most kids are just looking for someone to play catch with them,” says Kerr.

According to the Kerrs, this event couldn’t have happened without the support of Rotary. Kerr reached out to local Rotarians, and District 5320 (California) grabbed on to the project. Kerr was so inspired by the Rotarians that he joined the Costa Mesa, California, club. Now Rotary clubs around the United States are supporting Snowball Express. 

Moore-Kerr acknowledges, “Rotary is an amazing network. We are thrilled the program was embraced. We cannot thank Rotary enough for making this a joyful experience for the kids.”

Find out how to help a family by visiting www.snowballexpress.org. 

New WHO chief is committed to polio eradication

Newly appointed World Health Organization Director-General Margaret Chan has pledged to press ahead with the goal of achieving a polio-free world. 

“We will complete polio eradication,” she vowed in her acceptance speech to the World Health Assembly in Geneva, 9 November. 

WHO is the lead technical agency in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, which also includes partners Rotary International, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and UNICEF.

HIV/AIDS, Ebola, SARS, avian influenza, malaria, tuberculosis, heart disease, stroke, cancer, diabetes, mental illness, and obesity were also on the new director-general’s list of global health concerns that require commitment and resources. 

“In leading WHO, I will, like all my predecessors, need to manage three main sets of issues: technical, administrative, and political,” she said. “In doing so, I will leave my personal stamp. It is this: I am determined to attain results for health.”

Chan, from Hong Kong, previously served as the WHO assistant director-general for communicable diseases and a representative of the director-general for pandemic influenza. Her commitment to polio eradication was shared by her predecessor, Lee Jong-wook, who died suddenly in May.




Todays program is 


a Club Assembly.
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