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	The Rotary Club of Brookfield, CT
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	December 4, 2006

	
	

	Rotary International President:  William Boyd
	District Governor:  Chip Lewis

	Assistant Governor:  Brian Amey
	 Le Président du Mois:  Joan Mattson


Brookfield Rotary meets at 7:15 AM every Monday in the Community Room 

at the Village at Brookfield Commons.

We Missed You
Missing from our meeting of 11/27 were Marty Foncello, John Goetz, Ray Kerney, Andrea Lupo, Charlie Meade and Walter Sawicki. We hope to see you next week.
                                      Today’s Program:

           [image: image2.png]


                                                                                      
Rotary Calendar:
Wednesday, Dec 6 – Senior’s Christmas Party – 1:00 p.m. - Brooks Quarry

Saturday, Dec 9 – Club Christmas Party at the home of the Scotts

Monday, Dec 18 – Club Meeting – Annual Gift Exchange

Monday, Dec 18 -  Board of Directors Meeting – 6:00 p.m. – The Home of Joan Mattson
Saturday, Jan 13 – Interact District Assembly – Choate Rosemary Hall – Wallingford

Saturday, Jan 20 – Pre-PETS - Racebrook Country Club - Orange  
Sunday, Jan 28 – A Taste of Ridgefield
Fri-Sun, Feb 2-4 –RYLA – Homewood Suites - Stratford
Saturday, Mar 10 – New Generations Conference - Choate Rosemary Hall – Wallingford
Thur-Sat, Mar 15-17 – PETS – Sheraton Nashua Hotel - Nashua, NH

Sunday, Mar 18 – Fun Bowl – Brookfield Lanes
Thursday, Apr 19 – District Assembly – Sheraton Four Points – Meriden

Sunday, May 20 – Welcome Brunch for Sri Lanka GSE team – Location TBD

Fri- Sun, Jun 1-3 – District Conference – Saratoga Springs, NY

Inclement Weather Policy
Now that winter is approaching, it would be appropriate to restate our club’s policy on snow days.  If school is cancelled, our meeting will likewise be cancelled.  If school is delayed, our meeting will take place.  The Village chef should be notified if we will not meet.  He can be reached at 203-775-8696 X 18.
Area Rotary Clubs
	Newtown
	Monday
	6:00 p.m.
	The Inn at Newtown, 19 Main Street

	New Milford
	Tuesday
	  12:15 p.m.
	Holiday Restaurant, Big Y Plaza  

	Danbury Lunch
	Wednesday
	12:15 p.m.
	The Ethan Allen Hotel, 21 Lake Ave Ext.

	Ridgefield
	Wednesday
	6:30 p.m.
	Ridgefield Community Center, 316 Main St.

	Danbury Sunrise
	Friday
	7:30 a.m.
	Rudy’s Gourmet,  68 Stony Hill Rd, Bethel
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	DecemberBirthdays
Jeff Kass – Dec 1
John Goetz – Dec 8
Russ Cornelius – Dec 22
Joan Mattson – Dec 23
	Today’s Raffle is worth
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$ 65

	
	
	


Presidents of the Month
	July 2006 – Vince Lupo
	August – Vince Lupo
	September – Robert Morey

	October – Alex DeLucia
	November –GeorgeLinabury
	December – Joan Mattson

	January 2006 – Jeff Kass
	February – Jeff Kass
	March – Jim Fisher

	April – Andrea Lupo
	May – Russ Cornelius
	June – Russ Cornelius


Memorial Garden

The Memorial Garden has been completed.  The monument and adorning Rotary plaque have been installed along with the walkway.  Be sure to drop by and view it.  You will be proud of our club’s efforts.
Christmas Gifts

Once again this year, we will be presenting Christmas Gifts to some needy families in town.  Details will be forthcoming.

Group Home Christmas Party

As in past years, we will be teaming up with our Interact Club and host a Christmas Party at our Ability Beyond Disability adopted group home.  The date is Thursday, December 14th at 6:00 p.m. The address is 7 Squire Court.  In addition to socializing  with the residents and staff, we will be presenting Walmart gift cards to them.
Senior Christmas Party
Our annual Christmas party at the Brooks Quarry senior housing complex will be held on Wednesday, December 6 at 1:00 p.m.  Pizza, presents, entertainment by Billy Michaels and a visit from Santa.  The seniors really look forward to this.  It is a weekday, but if you can get away for a couple of hours, you will really enjoy yourself.
The Rotary 4-Way Test:
Of the things we think, say or do:  Is it the TRUTH?     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Group Study Exchange
The GSE team from Sri Lanka will arrive in our Area on Saturday, May 27, 2007 and will leave for the District Conference on Friday, June 1st.  This is an unusual situation because  their arrival will be Memorial Day weekend and thus we will not have a meeting on that Monday and many facilities will be closed.  Tuesday will be a vocational day and thus most of the sight seeing will be confined to Wednesday and Thursday.  Details will be worked out later.  As usual, we are seeking a member to act as host for one of the team members.  Let Jeff Kass know if you are interested or have any questions.
Rotary Peace Scholars
Graduation Announcement 

The 15 member inaugural class of the Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Program (RPCS) participants graduated on 29 September 2006.  They have all returned home and have hit the ground running.  Many are already applying lessons learned during the program in their careers while becoming involved in Rotary events and promotional activities outside of their employment.  Please contact Jenn Weidman (contact information below) to schedule RPCS alumni to speak at your next Rotary event!
Selection Announcement 
The second class has been selected and will begin studies in January 2007.  Our congratulations go out to the following districts for sponsoring successful candidates: 1660, 3060, 3130, 3220, 3260, 3290, 3340, 3350, 3790, 5630, 6890, 9120, 9150, and 9210.  The 22 members of the second RPCS class represent 13 countries with an average age of 38 and 11 years average work experience with 86% hailing from low-income regions.  

For More Information 
Please contact Jenn Weidman, Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Program Specialist, at jennifer.weidman@rotary.org or 847-866-3374 with any questions or for more information or contact Alan Hurst District Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Program Chair.  Program materials and participant profiles are available on our webpage at http://www.rotary.org/foundation/educational/rpcsp/index.html.
Former Rotary Youth Exchange student relives her experience on the Travel Channel

Elizabeth Price recalls being fascinated since first grade with the idea of studying abroad. Her passion became a reality at age 16 when she studied in Brazil through the Rotary Youth Exchange Program. 

Although she didn’t read or speak Portuguese, her host family and new friends in embraced her. Yet Price was embarrassed that she couldn’t communicate with them in their native language. Only the host father spoke English, but not well. To help Price, her host mother labeled everything in the kitchen for her and her host brother taught her everyday slang and expressions. This enabled Price to act more like a typical Brazilian teenager. She loved everything about the Brazilian culture — from the food to the language. 

After returning home, Price found that her friends were not interested in learning about other cultures, and she longed to go back to Brazil. She vowed to return soon, but life took her in a different direction — she gave birth to her daughter, Molly. Since she could no longer travel to Brazil, she earned a degree in Portuguese and Brazilian studies at the University of Arizona. She currently works as a Portuguese interpreter in Philadelphia. According to Price, “Studying in Brazil changed my life. I’m very grateful for the experience.” 

Price has always told Molly stories about Brazil and her time as an exchange student. At a young age, Molly also expressed interest in Brazil by doing school projects about the country. 

“I would love for Molly to embrace being an exchange student someday,” says Price.

Throughout the years, Price has kept in touch with her host family and her friends from Brazil. They exchange letters, holiday cards, and e-mail. Price always wanted to take Molly to Brazil to meet her friends and family and see the country. Thanks to the Travel Channel, she got her chance. 

The Travel Channel’s new show, “Trip of a Lifetime” sent Price and her daughter to Brazil to relive her experiences as a teenager. After Price filled out an extensive application, the Travel Channel led her through interviews and a video submission before choosing her for the show. They surprised her with the good news that she was chosen by showing her a video message from her Brazilian host family.

“Trip of a Lifetime” airs in the United States on Thursdays at 10 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time on the Travel Channel. The Prices’ episode is scheduled to air in late December.




Don Winkley will talk to us about the activities of The Salvation Army in Brookfield.
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