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	Rotary International President:  William Boyd
	District Governor:  Chip Lewis

	Assistant Governor:  Brian Amey
	 Le Président du Mois:  Joan Mattson


Brookfield Rotary meets at 7:15 AM every Monday in the Community Room 

at the Village at Brookfield Commons.

We Missed You
Missing from our meeting of 12/04 were Alex DeLucia, Marty Foncello, Shay Miller, Robert Morey and Jerry Murphy.  We hope to see you next week.
                                      Today’s Program:
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Rotary Calendar:
Thursday, Dec 14 – Group Home Christmas Party – 6:00 p.m. – 7 Squire Court

Monday, Dec 18 – Club Meeting – Annual Gift Exchange

Monday, Dec 18 -  Board of Directors Meeting – 6:00 p.m. – The Home of Joan Mattson
Saturday, Jan 13 – Interact District Assembly – Choate Rosemary Hall – Wallingford

Saturday, Jan 20 – Pre-PETS - Racebrook Country Club - Orange  
Sunday, Jan 28 – A Taste of Ridgefield
Fri-Sun, Feb 2-4 –RYLA – Homewood Suites - Stratford
Saturday, Mar 10 – New Generations Conference - Choate Rosemary Hall – Wallingford
Thur-Sat, Mar 15-17 – PETS – Sheraton Nashua Hotel - Nashua, NH

Sunday, Mar 18 – Fun Bowl – Brookfield Lanes
Thursday, Apr 19 – District Assembly – Sheraton Four Points – Meriden

Sunday, May 20 – Welcome Brunch for Sri Lanka GSE team – Location TBD

Sat, May 27 – Fri, June 1 – Sri Lanka GSE Team in Area 3.

Fri- Sun, Jun 1-3 – District Conference – Saratoga Springs, NY

Inclement Weather Policy
Now that winter is approaching, it would be appropriate to restate our club’s policy on snow days.  If school is cancelled, our meeting will likewise be cancelled.  If school is delayed, our meeting will take place.  The Village chef should be notified if we will not meet.  He can be reached at 203-775-8696 X 18.
Area Rotary Clubs
	Newtown
	Monday
	6:00 p.m.
	The Inn at Newtown, 19 Main Street

	New Milford
	Tuesday
	  12:15 p.m.
	Holiday Restaurant, Big Y Plaza  

	Danbury Lunch
	Wednesday
	12:15 p.m.
	The Ethan Allen Hotel, 21 Lake Ave Ext.

	Ridgefield
	Wednesday
	6:30 p.m.
	Ridgefield Community Center, 316 Main St.

	Danbury Sunrise
	Friday
	7:30 a.m.
	Rudy’s Gourmet,  68 Stony Hill Rd, Bethel
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	DecemberBirthdays
Jeff Kass – Dec 1
John Goetz – Dec 8
Russ Cornelius – Dec 22
Joan Mattson – Dec 23
	Today’s Raffle is worth
[image: image4.jpg]


$ 70

	
	
	


Presidents of the Month
	July 2006 – Vince Lupo
	August – Vince Lupo
	September – Robert Morey

	October – Alex DeLucia
	November –GeorgeLinabury
	December – Joan Mattson

	January 2006 – Jeff Kass
	February – Jeff Kass
	March – Jim Fisher

	April – Andrea Lupo
	May – Russ Cornelius
	June – Russ Cornelius


Student of the Month
Our Student of  the Month for December was Christine Meyer representing the English Department.  She desires a career as a landscape architect.  Her first choice among college is Ohio State.
Christmas Gifts

Once again this year, we will be presenting Christmas Gifts to some needy families in town.  Details will be forthcoming.

Group Study Exchange

The GSE team from Sri Lanka will arrive in our Area on Saturday, May 27, 2007 and will leave for the District Conference on Friday, June 1st.  This is an unusual situation because  their arrival will be Memorial Day weekend and thus we will not have a meeting on that Monday and many facilities will be closed.  Tuesday will be a vocational day and thus most of the sight seeing will be confined to Wednesday and Thursday.  Details will be worked out later.  As usual, we are seeking a member to act as host for one of the team members.  Let Jeff Kass know if you are interested or have any questions.
The Rotary 4-Way Test:
Of the things we think, say or do:  Is it the TRUTH?     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
Hiking scholars to raise funds, AIDS awareness in South Africa

A team of five Rotary club-sponsored international students are participating in a 2,010-kilometer (1,249-mile) hike from Johannesburg to Cape Town, South Africa, to highlight the plight of AIDS orphans.

The 20-day event will start on 2 December. The time and distance of the hike are intended to underscore the prediction that without concerted efforts, Africa will be home to 20 million AIDS orphans by 2010. (Currently, AIDS orphans there number 12 million.) Also, 2010 is the year that South Africa hosts the World Cup.

Along the way, the hikers, who are students at Johannesburg’s University of the Witwatersrand, will raise funds for Rotary club-sponsored projects for AIDS orphans in Africa. Four of the hikers are Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholars. 

Ryan McDonnell, a development studies master’s student from Boston, notes that it’s easy to give up in the face of the mind-boggling HIV/AIDS statistics, but that’s not something he intends to do. “I want to challenge the notion that ordinary individuals can’t make a tangible difference in the lives of others,” he says. “Too often, we make excuses that we don’t have the ability, the time, the energy, or that the problem is simply too big.”

His colleagues have equally powerful reasons for joining the effort, which is cosponsored by South African Rotary clubs, along with Rotary clubs around the world.

“Today, less than 5 percent of orphans and vulnerable children in Africa receive assistance of any kind,” explains graduate student Kelly Lewis, from Wheeler, N.Y., USA, who is studying English. “We cannot stand by as these children needlessly suffer without adequate nutrition, shelter, education, or support.” 

“I hope that our efforts will provide inspiration for others to take action and end the apathy and disregard that has unnecessarily allowed the suffering and death of tens of millions,” says Keegan Kautzky, a development studies graduate student from Perry, Iowa, USA.

Political science master’s student Ikumi Maekawa, from Ena-shi, Tokai, Japan, explains: “Through this hike, I am hoping to make a tangible difference in the lives of affected and infected South Africans, especially youth, and bring attention to the fight against AIDS in South Africa.” 

Although not an Ambassadorial Scholar like his fellow hikers, Jacob Maboja, a first-year law student from Nairobi, Kenya, is participating because the event “is a creative way for us to draw attention to the phenomenal impact that Rotary is having on the lives of these children, while underscoring the massive need that still exists not only in South Africa, but throughout the rest of Africa.”

University of Johannesburg optometry student Ruan Koorts, who is from Pretoria, South Africa, has been so impressed with Rotary’s humanitarian work and the dedication of the hiking team that he has volunteered full time to drive the students’ support car. “I want to be a part of their efforts to show how we, as members of the community, as leaders of business, and as individuals, can find solutions to the devastating problem of AIDS,” he says.

South African Rotary clubs, businesses, and Rotarians for Fighting AIDS, a Rotarian Action Group, are the main sponsors of the hike. The action group is implementing community-led responses for AIDS orphans and vulnerable children in Botswana, Côte d’Ivoire, Kenya, Mozambique, Nigeria, South Africa, and Zambia. 

The hikers will describe their experiences during the journey on a blog at http://rotaryaidshike2006.blogspot.com.

Will Pemble of Membership Success and Dennis DiPinto will speak to us.  They are involved with promoting a "Brookfield Bargain Book" full of coupons and offers from area businesses.  Proceeds will go to the rebuilding of the "Kids Kingdom" playground.
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