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	Rotary International President:  William Boyd
	District Governor:  Chip Lewis

	Assistant Governor:  Brian Amey
	 Le Président du Mois:  Jeff Kass


Brookfield Rotary meets at 7:15 AM every Monday in the Community Room 

at the Village at Brookfield Commons.

We Missed You
Missing from our meeting of 12/18 was Marty Foncello.  We hope to see you next week.
Today’s Program:
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Rotary Calendar:
Saturday, Jan 13 – Interact District Assembly – Choate Rosemary Hall – Wallingford

Sunday, Jan 14 – GSE Bon Voyage Brunch – Racebrook Country Club – Orange 1-3 P.M.

Sunday, Jan 14 – 4-Way Test Speech Contest Speak-Off – Westover School - Middlebury

Saturday, Jan 20 – Pre-PETS - Racebrook Country Club - Orange  
Tuesday, Jan 16 – Area 3 Presidents Meeting – Chucks Steak House – Danbury – 5:30 P.M.

Saturday, Jan 20 – 4-Way Test Speech Contest Finals – at the Pre-Pets meeting

Monday, Jan 22 – Board Meeting – The Village at Brookfield Commons – 6:00 P.M.

Sunday, Jan 28 – A Taste of Ridgefield
Friday, Feb 2 – Monroe Rotary Club Wine Tasting – Stone Barn – Monroe – 6:30 – 11:00 P.M.

Fri-Sun, Feb 2-4 –RYLA – Homewood Suites - Stratford
Saturday, Mar 10 – New Generations Conference - Choate Rosemary Hall – Wallingford
Thur-Sat, Mar 15-17 – PETS – Sheraton Nashua Hotel - Nashua, NH

Sunday, Mar 18 – Fun Bowl – Brookfield Lanes
Thursday, Apr 19 – District Assembly – Sheraton Four Points – Meriden

Sunday, May 20 – Welcome Brunch for Sri Lanka GSE team – Location TBD

Sat, May 27 – Fri, June 1 – Sri Lanka GSE Team in Area 3.

Fri- Sun, Jun 1-3 – District Conference – Saratoga Springs, NY

Inclement Weather Policy
Now that winter is approaching, it would be appropriate to restate our club’s policy on snow days.  If school is cancelled, our meeting will likewise be cancelled.  If school is delayed, our meeting will take place.  The Village chef, Chris, should be notified if we will not meet.  He can be reached at 203-775-8696 X 18.
Area Rotary Clubs
	Newtown
	Monday
	6:00 p.m.
	The Inn at Newtown, 19 Main Street

	New Milford
	Tuesday
	  12:15 p.m.
	Holiday Restaurant, Big Y Plaza  

	Danbury Lunch
	Wednesday
	12:15 p.m.
	The Ethan Allen Hotel, 21 Lake Ave Ext.

	Ridgefield
	Wednesday
	6:30 p.m.
	Ridgefield Community Center, 316 Main St.

	Danbury Sunrise
	Friday
	7:30 a.m.
	Rudy’s Gourmet,  68 Stony Hill Rd, Bethel
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	JanuaryBirthdays
Jerry Murphy – Jan 1st
	Today’s Raffle is worth
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$ 75

	
	
	


Presidents of the Month
	July 2006 – Vince Lupo
	August – Vince Lupo
	September – Robert Morey

	October – Alex DeLucia
	November –GeorgeLinabury
	December – Joan Mattson

	January 2006 – Jeff Kass
	February – Jeff Kass
	March – Jim Fisher

	April – Andrea Lupo
	May – Russ Cornelius
	June – Russ Cornelius


Scholarships
Applications for the Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholarships and the World Peace Scholarships are now available on line, and now is the best time to get started.  The public and potential scholars in our area should be informed that applications are being sought for one Academic-Year Ambassadorial Scholarship and one three month Cultural Ambassadorial Scholarship. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to help someone in your community to have a once in a lifetime learning experience that will help that individual, help build world understanding and peace. Your involvement can provide favorable publicity for you club and Rotary. 

Applications for the Ambassadorial and Cultural Scholarships must be submitted by July 1st to Vince Ganci.  Applications for the World Peace Scholarship must be submitted by May 1st to Alan Hurst.

Application forms and detailed information are available on the R I website at  http://www.rotary.org/foundation/educational/amb_scho/index.html.
The Rotary 4-Way Test:

Of the things we think, say or do:  Is it the TRUTH?     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Rotaractors and Rotarians spread holiday cheer in Western Australia 

Santa Claus is coming to Western Australia, thanks to the Dial-A-Santa program created by Rotaractors in District 9470. For a nominal fee, anyone in Districts 9450 and 9470 in Western Australia can have Santa Claus to visit their holiday party.

The program began 25 years ago and has since raised more than A$140,000 (about US$110,000) for children’s charities and medical research, including a post-graduate research scholarship. Rotaractors from District 9470 and 9450 work together to raise about $4,000 every year. They charge $50 per half hour for a Christmas party and $25 per family for a Christmas Eve visit. Rotaractors do all the planning, booking, and arranging. A few years ago, they began working with Rotarians in their districts, recruiting them as Santas and helpers.

The vast majority of Santas are Rotarians, and the Rotaractors act as Santas’ helpers. All of the Santa suits are handmade. Initially, they were made by Rotaractors, but the newest suits are handmade by Rotarians. 

Simone Collins, Dial-A-Santa committee chair, says that she knew about the program long before joining the Rotaract Club of South Perth. “My family had a Rotaract Santa visit one of our Christmas parties when I was seven years old, and it was one of the most memorable Christmas parties ever.”

According to Collins, working in conjunction with Rotarians has really paid off for the Rotaractors. “Most of the Rotarians get a real buzz out of the visits. They love the reaction of the children. It works really well to have Rotarians rather than Rotaractors play Santa, as the Rotarians usually make more convincing Santas. And they usually have more experience interacting with children.”

The incoming president of the Mill Point Rotary club, Peter Kraj-Krajewski, agrees. “As a Rotarian, I get a great kick out of working with the people who order the Dial-A-Santa service. Usually they are children – the joy on people’s faces when they receive personalized attention from Santa is just great.” 

Kraj-Krajewski says that he enjoys working with Rotaractors as well. “It gives Rotarians a new zest for life and some of the youthful zeal rubs off. [In addition], being involved with Rotaractors may encourage them to consider being Rotarians later.” 

Collins says Dial-A-Santa is a project that other Rotaract clubs could easily replicate. In fact, she is finishing a manual on how to run the entire project.

Annan praises Rotary’s leadership in global polio effort 

In a farewell address on 11 December, outgoing United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan cited Rotary International as an example of a private organization or nonstate actor whose partnership with public agencies helps achieve major social goals. 

Speaking at the Truman Presidential Museum and Library in Independence, Missouri, USA, Annan said the “wonderful partnership between the UN family, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control [and Prevention] and, crucially, Rotary International” is close to eradicating polio worldwide.  

The UN secretary general explained that he has been guided during his 10-year tenure by the principle that nonstate actors can help the organization accomplish its aims. According to Annan, a result of that principle is the Global Compact he made with international business leaders in 1999 to harness private-sector goodwill to meet the challenges of globalization.

It’s impossible for governments alone, especially in the face of limited public resources, to solve all humanity’s ills, the UN chief noted. Instead, much more can be achieved through public-private partnerships and initiatives, he said.

Annan, who steps down on 31 December, chose the venue of his farewell speech to signal the need for the international community to return to the ideals that inspired world leaders, including U.S. President Harry Truman, and humanitarian organizations to establish the UN after the horrors of two world wars.

More than 40 Rotarians served as advisers, consultants, and delegates at the UN charter conference in 1945. Rotary and the UN have enjoyed a close relationship ever since, with Rotary currently represented at the UN by 23 Rotarians. Rotary also has high-level nongovernmental organization consultative status with the UN Economic and Social Council, which oversees many specialized UN agencies. In addition, Rotary has its own day at the UN, marked by panel discussions to pinpoint new opportunities for the two organizations to work together.

Cordial relationships among Rotary and UN leaders help strengthen the ties between the organizations. Annan, in particular, has openly expressed his admiration for Rotary’s educational and humanitarian initiatives.

On 4 November, for example, the UN chief acknowledged Rotary’s invaluable partnership to hundreds of Rotarians gathered at UN headquarters in New York to celebrate Rotary-UN Day. 

He said in a written statement, “Rotary is living proof that people with diverse backgrounds can learn to get along with each other and concentrate more on the things we have in common, rather than on the things that drive us apart.”

As part of a Club Assembly, Russ Cornelius will review our club’s financial status.  
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