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	Rotary International President:  William Boyd
	District Governor:  Chip Lewis

	Assistant Governor:  Brian Amey
	 Le Président du Mois:  Jeff Kass


Brookfield Rotary meets at 7:15 AM every Monday in the Community Room 

at the Village at Brookfield Commons.

We Missed You
Missing from our meeting of 01/29 were Alex DeLucia, Marty Foncello, Vince Lupo, Robert Morey and Jerry Murphy.  We hope to see you next week.
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Rotary Calendar:
Monday, Feb 19 – Board Meeting – 6 P.M. – The Village at Brookfield Commons
Thursday, Feb 22 – Danbury radio Auction

Saturday, Mar 10 – New Generations Conference - Choate Rosemary Hall – Wallingford
Thur-Sat, Mar 15-17 – PETS – Sheraton Nashua Hotel - Nashua, NH

Friday, Mar 16 – Hospice Breakfast – Candlewood Inn

Sunday, Mar 18 – Fun Bowl – Brookfield Lanes
Saturday, Mar 24 – Ridgefield Progressive Dinner

Monday, April 9 – Area 3 Lyme Disease Seminar – Location TBD

Thursday, Apr 19 – District Assembly – Sheraton Four Points – Meriden

Monday, May 14 – Danbury Sunrise Golf Tournament
Sunday, May 20 – Welcome Brunch for Sri Lanka GSE team – Location TBD

Sat, May 27 – Fri, June 1 – Sri Lanka GSE Team in Area 3.

Fri- Sun, Jun 1-3 – District Conference – Saratoga Springs, NY

Inclement Weather Policy
Now that winter is approaching, it would be appropriate to restate our club’s policy on snow days.  If school is cancelled, our meeting will likewise be cancelled.  If school is delayed, our meeting will take place.  The Village chef, Chris, should be notified if we will not meet.  He can be reached at 203-775-8696 X 18.
Area Rotary Clubs
	Newtown
	Monday
	6:00 p.m.
	The Inn at Newtown, 19 Main Street

	New Milford
	Tuesday
	  12:15 p.m.
	Holiday Restaurant, Big Y Plaza  

	Danbury Lunch
	Wednesday
	12:15 p.m.
	The Ethan Allen Hotel, 21 Lake Ave Ext.

	Ridgefield
	Wednesday
	6:30 p.m.
	Lucille’s Steakhouse  896 Ethan Allen Hwy 

	Danbury Sunrise
	Friday
	7:30 a.m.
	Rudy’s Gourmet,  68 Stony Hill Rd, Bethel
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	FebruaryBirthdays
None
	Today’s Raffle is worth
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$ 95


	
	
	


Presidents of the Month
	July 2006 – Vince Lupo
	August – Vince Lupo
	September – Robert Morey

	October – Alex DeLucia
	November –GeorgeLinabury
	December – Joan Mattson

	January 2006 – Jeff Kass
	February – Jeff Kass
	March – Jim Fisher

	April – Andrea Lupo
	May – Russ Cornelius
	June – Russ Cornelius


New Generations Conference
The eleventh annual New Generations Conference will be held on Saturday, March 10th  from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Choate-Rosemary Hall in Wallingford.  All high school students are eligible to attend.  The conference is designed to address personal concerns that face high school students today.  Through open and stimulating discussion in a small group atmosphere, students can discuss their concerns with their peers.  Facilitation is done by trained high school students.  More information from Ray Kerney. 
Fun Bowl
The Fun Bowl is approaching.  Be sure that you contact the businesses that were assigned to you so that we receive the sponsorship contributions that we are counting on.  Remember, all that we do in the community depends upon the funds that we raise from the Fun Bowl.

Area 3 Lyme Disease Seminar
We will be hosting a Lyme Disease Seminar on April 9th at a location still to be determined.  This will allow us to disseminate information to the public about this debilitating disease that is prevalent in Connecticut.  It will also give us the opportunity to sell tick kits.  We will need members to help on the day of the seminar, so put this date on your calendar. 
The Rotary 4-Way Test:

Of the things we think, say or do:  Is it the TRUTH?     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

New Rotary clubs fueling membership growth

According to a 2006 study of RI membership data, membership continues to decline in existing Rotary clubs, while new clubs are providing the foundation for growth. Today, the average club has 40 members, down from 45 members, as reported on a 2002 demographic study. 

The 2006 study, conducted by RI's Membership Development Division, found that the most common club size is 20 members, the minimum requirement for chartering a new club. About 22 percent of clubs have fewer than 20 members, and 4 percent have fewer than 11.

As existing clubs become smaller, the number of new clubs is increasing — by 20 percent between 1995 and 2005 — which is leaving many districts with more clubs but fewer members. Although new clubs expand the breadth of Rotary service, this trend highlights the challenges of retention in existing clubs. 

Chris Offer, chair of RI's Membership Development Committee, attributes changing membership patterns to several factors. One is action by the Council on Legislation that liberalized restrictions on club territory and lowered the number of members required to charter a new club to 20. Another factor is not making membership a club priority.

"Many clubs simply are not giving membership the attention it requires. It is not easy to recruit new members," Offer says. He points out that new clubs have energy, enthusiasm, and a clear goal to achieve in order to charter. "Membership recruitment cannot be a periodic campaign; rather, clubs must have active committees that work on membership all the time."

Implementing the Club Leadership Plan is the best tactic for every club, Offer says. Having a membership committee that reports directly to the board "keeps membership on the top of the club's agenda."

 More clubs with fewer members in many districts

Clubs sizes by membership segments*
	Members
	Percentage

	10 or less    
	5%

	11-20    
	22%

	21-45
	48%

	46-75  
	19%

	76-100 
	4%

	101-150  
	2%


*2006 statistics are based against a total number of clubs, 29,164, not including RIBI. Source: RI Membership Development Division

Dr. Richard Bailey from the Wellness Clinic in Brookfield (and former Brookfield Rotarian) will speak to us about nutrition and weight management.


Also Matthew Reiff will be honored as our Student of the Month from the Social Studies Department.
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