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	Rotary International President:  William Boyd
	District Governor:  Chip Lewis

	Assistant Governor:  Brian Amey
	 Le Président du Mois:  Jeff Kass


Brookfield Rotary meets at 7:15 AM every Monday in the Community Room 

at the Village at Brookfield Commons.

We Missed You
Our last meeting was cancelled due to snow.
Today’s Program:  
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Rotary Calendar:
Saturday, Mar 10 – New Generations Conference - Choate Rosemary Hall – Wallingford
Thur-Sat, Mar 15-17 – PETS – Sheraton Nashua Hotel - Nashua, NH

Friday, Mar 16 – Hospice Breakfast – Candlewood Inn

Saturday, Mar 10 – Ridgefield Progressive Dinner

Sunday, Mar 18 – Fun Bowl – Brookfield Lanes
Thursday, Apr 19 – District Assembly – Sheraton Four Points – Meriden – 12:00 – 5:30
Wednesday, April 25 – Area 3 Lyme Disease Seminar – Westconn
Monday, May 14 – Danbury Sunrise Golf Tournament
Sunday, May 20 – Welcome Brunch for Sri Lanka GSE team – Location TBD

Sat, May 27 – Fri, June 1 – Sri Lanka GSE Team in Area 3.

Fri- Sun, Jun 1-3 – District Conference – Saratoga Springs, NY

Area Rotary Clubs
	Newtown
	Monday
	6:00 p.m.
	The Inn at Newtown, 19 Main Street

	New Milford
	Tuesday
	  12:15 p.m.
	Holiday Restaurant, Big Y Plaza  

	Danbury Lunch
	Wednesday
	12:15 p.m.
	The Ethan Allen Hotel, 21 Lake Ave Ext.

	Ridgefield
	Wednesday
	6:30 p.m.
	Lucille’s Steakhouse  896 Ethan Allen Hwy 

	Danbury Sunrise
	Friday
	7:30 a.m.
	Rudy’s Gourmet,  68 Stony Hill Rd, Bethel
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	March Birthdays
Andrea Lupo March 14
Jim Fisher March 22

Herb Geiling March 26
	Today’s Raffle is worth
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$ 100



Presidents of the Month
	January 2006 – Jeff Kass
	February – Jeff Kass
	March – Jim Fisher

	April – Andrea Lupo
	May – Russ Cornelius
	June – Russ Cornelius


New Generations Conference
The eleventh annual New Generations Conference will be held on Saturday, March 10th  from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Choate-Rosemary Hall in Wallingford.  All high school students are eligible to attend.  The conference is designed to address personal concerns that face high school students today.  Through open and stimulating discussion in a small group atmosphere, students can discuss their concerns with their peers.  Facilitation is done by trained high school students.  More information from Ray Kerney. 
Hospice Breakfast

The annual Hospice Breakfast will be held on Friday, March 16th at the Candlewood Inn.  As usual, our club will have a table there.  This is an important fundraiser for Regional Hospice.  Let Joan Mattson know if you will be attending.

Fun Bowl
The Fun Bowl is approaching.  Be sure that you contact the businesses that were assigned to you so that we receive the sponsorship contributions that we are counting on.  Remember, all that we do in the community depends upon the funds that we raise from the Fun Bowl.

District assembly
The District assembly will take place on April 19th at the Sheraton Four Points in Meriden from noon to 5:30.  This will allow to put in a half day at work and still participate in this important event.  The club will pay your registration fee.  Let’s have a big turnout.
Area 3 Lyme Disease Seminar
We will be hosting a Lyme Disease Seminar on April 25th at Westconn.  This will allow us to disseminate information to the public about this debilitating disease that is prevalent in Connecticut.  It will also give us the opportunity to sell tick kits.  We will need members to help on the day of the seminar, so put this date on your calendar. 

The Rotary 4-Way Test:

Of the things we think, say or do:  Is it the TRUTH?     Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Clubs empower Guatemala’s children with books, computers

U.S. Rotarian Glenn Chamberlain has traveled to Guatemala 11 times since 2000. His annual visits are supporting a decade-old literacy project that is helping impoverished school children sharpen their reading and computer skills.

A member of the Rotary Club of Ephrata, Washington, Chamberlain travels to the country’s poor rural areas to identify schools that can benefit from the self-sustaining Guatemala Literacy Project, or GLP. Months later, he returns with a team of Rotarians and other volunteers to deliver the needed textbooks, computers, and other supplies. More than 260 Rotary clubs in North and Central America support the project, in partnership with the U.S.-based nonprofit Cooperative for Education.

“We are targeting the Mayan population, who are the poorest of the poor,” says Chamberlain, who is one of the project’s coordinators. “The vast number of people living in the country have no electricity and indoor plumbing. Without literacy, they will never be able to have a better life.”

Torn by three decades of civil war, Guatemala has been suffering from one of the highest illiteracy rates in the Western Hemisphere. A 2003 study by the World Bank found an illiteracy rate as high as 60 percent in rural Guatemala, compared to the country’s overall rate of 30 percent.

But that’s changing. The GLP has cut the dropout rate in half at participating schools, according to a 2005 study by Marroquin University in Guatemala City. The yearlong study of 10 schools notes that students “experience increased interest in their schoolwork as a result of having access to books,” allowing them to study at home.

Since the GLP started in 1996, Rotarians and their partners have delivered more than 120,000 math, science, language, and social studies textbooks to about 23,500 Spanish-speaking students in 135 schools. The project has also established 17 mini-libraries and 16 computer centers, which are providing 8,700 high school students with the skills they need to secure technology-based jobs that will lift them out of poverty.

Chamberlain says the GLP owes its longevity to strong Rotarian support and the project’s self-sustaining system. Each student pays a small annual fee to rent four textbooks and use a computer center. The money is placed in a five-year revolving fund that is used to replace worn-out books and equipment.

The project’s success has attracted other donors, including Microsoft, which in April presented a US$255,000 grant for computers and software.

Find project information and sign up for delivery tours at www.guatemalaliteracy.org.

Because we were unable to have a Board Meeting in February due to holidays, weather and illness, our program for today will be our Board Meeting.
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